[D] Now when they came to Yabneh, Rabban Gamaliel accepted their 


testimony [assuming they erred at dawn]. 


[E] And furthermore two came along and said, “We saw it at its proper 


time, but on the night of the added day it did not appear [to the 
court].” 


[F] Then Rabban Gamaliel accepted their testimony. 


[G] Said R. Dosa b. Harkinas, “They are false witnesses. 


[H] “How can they testify that a woman has given birth, when, on the 


very next day, her stomach is still up there between her teeth [for 
there was no new moon!]?” 


[I] Said to him R. Joshua, “I can see your position.” 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


[A] 


[B] 
[C] 


[I:1 A] 
[B] 


R. Simlai said, “The reasoning of R. Yohanan ben Nuri is that 
concerning any new moon born before six hours, there is not the power 
in the eye to see the old moon.” 


And it is taught thus: If the old moon appears in the morning, the new 
moon does not appear in the evening; if the new moon appears in the 
evening, the old moon could not have appeared in the morning. 


[C] Said R. Hiyya bar Abba, “So why did Rabban Gamaliel accept 
them? For thus was a tradition he had from his fathers: sometimes 
it goes by the short route, sometimes by the long route.” 


2:7 


Said to him Rabban Gamaliel, “I decree that you come to me with 
your staff and purse on the Day of Atonement which is determined 
in accord with your reckoning.” 


R. Aqiba went and found him troubled. 


He said to him, “I can provide grounds for showing that 
everything that Rabban Gamaliel has done is validly done, since it 
says, ‘These are the set feasts of the Lord, even holy convocations, 
which you shall proclaim’ (Lev. 23:4). Whether they are in their 
proper time or not in their proper time, I have no set feasts but 
these [which you shall proclaim] [vs. M. 2:7D].” 


To whom did he send? 


From that which is taught: Said R. Joshua, “It would have been better 
for me to lie [dead] on the bed than that Rabban Gamaliel should have 
sent this thing” — this indicates that it was sent to R. Joshua. 


[C] With whom was it sent? 


